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 1. Welcoming Letter of the Board 

 

 Distinguished delegates, 

 

 We would like to warmly welcome you to ArcMUN 2020 and especially to our 

Committee, the Historical one of this year’s conference. We, as your board, will make sure 

that this is going to be a memorable experience, both by ensuring high academic quality 

as well as by creating a friendly and collaborative atmosphere. 

 During the sessions, you will be asked to participate in one of the most significant 

peace conferences that have ever occurred in human history; the 1945 Yalta Conference 

pursuant to the end of World War II. Thus, your role, in spite of being rather demanding, is 

to go back to some of the darkest pages of our history and discover new paths, which 

could have led us to entirely different destinations. We sincerely hope that you will fully 

benefit from this opportunity you have to examine the decisions made by European 

leaders in the past, come up with more effective ones and, eventually, make history right 

from scratch. 

 We believe that this Study Guide will facilitate you in your preparation; however, 

you should bear in mind that this is only a brief outlining of the events that took place 

prior to 1945 and, as such, we highly encourage to conduct further research on your own. 

Hence, not only will you be able to draft concrete position papers, but you will also gain 

valuable insight on Europe’s status quo during the previous century.  

We wish you all the best of luck and let’s make history! 

 

Kind regards, 

Pavlos Vaenas, Main Chair 

Melvin Berkowitz, Co – Chair 
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 2. Introductory Letters 

a. Franklin Delano Roosevelt – President of the United States of America 

 

Esteemed world leaders, 

 

My name is Franklin Delano Roosevelt and I am the current incumbent of the Office 

of the President of the United States of America. Born on January the 30 th 1882, I have 

experienced some of America’s greatest times, but I have also led this great country 

through some of its most difficult ones. Always bearing in mind the democratic, liberal 

and progressive ideals which I was raised with, I have fought for the implementation of 

social reforms and sustaining economic policies, so that we do not reach a Great 

Depression ever again. Owing to these ideals, I perceive it as my duty to commit myself 

and this country to the fight against Fascism and Nazism which have, until very recently, 

ruled the better part of the Western World. Cooperation and dedication proved to us that 

the Nazi threat can be utterly defeated. But the struggle is far from over; European and 

global future is yet to be decided in the upcoming conference in Yalta. The United States 

of America is devoted to ensuring stability in Europe and addressing ideologies that have 

threatened numerous times humanity itself. I am truly confident that further perspectives 

of collaboration can be discovered, once we all come together this February in Yalta. 

 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 

32nd President of the United States of America 

 

b. Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin - Premier of the Union of Soviet and Socialist 

Republics 

 

 Distinguished participants, fellow comrades, 

 

 My name is Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin and I am currently serving as the Premier 

the Union of Soviet and Socialist Republics. Born in a poor family in Gori, on December the 

18th 1878, I have fought my entire life for the establishment of communism in my country, 
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without, however, neglecting the importance of maintaining strong diplomatic ties with 

our partners. I am also dedicated to economic reforms, via the promotion of agriculture 

and industry, so as for all people to have the same opportunities and life quality as 

everyone. A sworn fighter against Fascism and Nazism, but often being treated with 

mistrust by the Western Powers, I endorsed the signing of a peace treaty with Germany in 

1939, so as to guarantee the national security of our Union. And yet, in spite of being 

betrayed by Adolf Hitler when Germany invaded Mother Russia in 1941, our glorious Red 

Army managed to defeat the Nazi menace once and for all. I remain hopeful that we will all 

struggle to achieve viable solutions in the upcoming conference in Yalta; the Soviet Union 

is more than willing to become a guarantor of the soon – to – be – established status quo, 

bearing in mind the vital need for a completely stable Europe, that must not succumb to 

the Far Right ever again. I am looking forward to meeting you all. 

  

Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin 

Premier of the Union of Soviet and Socialist Republics 

 3. Personas 

 

i. Sir Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill – Prime Minister of the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

 

Sir Winston Churchill is a British politician, war veteran and writer, who is currently 

serving as the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 

after Neville Chamberlain’s resignation in 1940 and Poland’s invasion by Nazi Germany. 

Churchill has been switching from the liberal party to the conservative one over the past 

few years, but he has been always underlining, and especially during the years that he 

spent out of office (i.e. 1929 -1940), the Nazi menace, whose significance was proved once 

WW II erupted. Courage, decisiveness and pure patriotism are only a handful of words that 

can briefly describe the kind of man that he is. Besides, as he is used to saying, “a man 

does what he must – in spite of personal consequences, in spite of obstacles and dangers 

and pressures – and that is the basis of human morality”.  
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ii. Charles de Gaulle – Chairman of the Provisional Government of the French 

Republic 

 

 Charles de Gaulle is a skilled army officer and a passionate patriot, currently 

serving as the Chairman of the Provisional Government of the French Republic. He was 

being held as a prisoner by the Germans in WW I and, pursuant to his liberation, he joined 

the Polish Army in order to train the Polish infantry, where gained valuable knowledge 

concerning mobile warfare. In WW II, he led the 4th French Armored Division against 

Germany and when Vichy – France decided to surrender to Germany in 1940, he fled to the 

UK alongside with his government and tried to maintain the revolutionary spirit in France; 

he called for resistance against the Germans, when he addressed his compatriots on a 

BBC radio broadcast and led the Free French Movement, supported by the British Prime 

Minister, Winston Churchill. De Gaulle moved his headquarters to Paris, right after the 

capital’s official liberation in 1944, so as to prevent Vichy – France from being legitimized 

as the official government of the French Republic. Unfortunately, however, the deep love 

for his country and his rather stiff personality hindered any US attempts to establish 

friendly relations between him and the US President, F.D. Roosevelt.  

 

iii. James Francis Byrnes – Head of the Offices of Economic Stabilization and 

War Mobilization of the United States of America 

 

 James Francis Byrnes once used to be a talented lawyer – in spite of dropping out 

of the 7th Grade, never making it to law school but being successfully admitted to the bar 

in 1903 –, who later became district prosecuting attorney, up until his first election in the 

US Congress in 1911. After being elected as a Senator in 1931, Byrnes was appointed to the 

Supreme Court by F.D. Roosevelt, only to resign a year later. A strong proponent and 

dedicated implementor of the President’s “New Deal”, he has proved both his outstanding 

economic skills as well as his devotion to his country; no wonder, therefore, that the 

current US President has selected Byrnes, his trustworthy and loyal friend, to assist him in 

his mission to ensure the protection of democracy and stability in Europe.  
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iv. William Daniel Leahy – Fleet Admiral of the United States' Army 

 

 William Daniel Leahy has been experiencing oceans and seas ever since he was 

admitted to the US Naval Academy in 1893 and graduated four years later. He has been 

appointed to several high – ranking positions over the years, which stood as a precious 

opportunity for him to meet F.D. Roosevelt during WW I, the then – Assistant Secretary of 

the Navy. Leahy retired in 1939, after serving as Chief of Naval Operations, but Roosevelt 

would want to have such a committed compatriot by his side, if need be; “Bill, if we have a 

war, you will be right back here, helping me run it”, were the President’s words and so it 

happened; WW II saw Leahy as the Chief of Staff of the US President, while, in 1944, he was 

appointed Fleet Admiral of the US Army, an office that he has been serving to this date. 

v. Sir Alan Francis Brooke – Chief of the Imperial General Staff of the British 

Army 

 

 Sir Alan Brooke, an exceptional army officer, has served in the Royal Artillery 

during WW I and led the II Army Corps in France, when WW II erupted. Following the 

retreat to Dunkirk, Sir Brooke was in charge of planning the evacuation of the English 

Expeditionary Force, whereas he was later promoted to Commander of the Home Forces 

in 1930 and to Chief of Staff a year later. Needless to say, Churchill had a very specific 

reason for trusting him with this very position; he is a charismatic and fearless official, 

who can firmly address both the Prime Minister himself and the US Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Notwithstanding his outstanding performance, however, both on the battlefield as well as 

during bilateral talks and strategy – planning meetings, Sir Alan Brooke has never been 

appointed, much to his dissatisfaction, to any missions overseas. 

 

vi. Vyacheslav Molotov – Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Soviet Union 

 

 Vyacheslav Molotov, born in a family where revolutionary spirit was more than 

eminent, is –without exaggeration – Stalin’s most loyal follower and friend. In fact, his 

devotion has been responsible for the execution of hundreds of the dictator’s political 

opponents, during the “Great Purge” of the 1930s. Molotov entertained a key role in WW II 
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as well, via signing the neutrality pact with his German counterpart, Joachim von 

Ribbentrop, which then led to Poland’s invasion by both parties. Nevertheless, the deal 

collapsed, and Germany attacked the USSR two years later, when the Great Patriotic War 

burst out. Notwithstanding initial defeats, the Red Army managed to confront the Nazi 

menace effectively and incorporate a large part of Eastern Europe. Molotov was standing 

proudly among the winners of the war and made his last name’s meaning widely known; 

the sign of “molot” (signifying “hammer” in Russian) would now spread across the Eastern 

part of the continent, alongside with pure, Stalinist communism. He is now coming to 

Yalta, standing by Stalin’s side, in order to proudly represent his comrades and guarantee 

the reign of communism across Eastern Europe. 

 

vii. Bolesław Bierut - President of the People's Republic of Poland 

 

Following Poland’s invasion by the USSR and Germany in 1939, Bolesław Bierut, an 

NKVD agent and a radical Stalinist, became President of the People’s Republic of Poland. 

He was an economist, who also further pursued his studies in the school of the 

Communist International in Moscow. Bierut was a communist messenger and did not 

hesitate to work for the Soviet intelligence service (GRU), fact which resulted in him being 

sentenced to 10 – year imprisonment in Poland. After the dissolution of Poland’s 

Communist Party by Joseph Stalin, he escaped the “Great Purge” and was granted 

amnesty by the Polish government. As soon as WW II erupted, Bierut fled to Eastern 

Poland, occupied by the Red Army, so that he does not fulfill his military service, and 

became the new leader of the Polish Workers’ Party. He contributed considerably to the 

implementation of the Stalinist regime in Poland and, therefore, he was appointed to the 

position that he is currently holding. A man of immorality, willing to betray his national 

identity for the sake of achieving his own goals, can constitute nothing but a grave danger 

for the establishment of peace in Europe. 
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viii. Michał Rola-Żymierski - Minister of Defense of Poland 

 

A true patriot, Michal Zymierski fought for Polish independence against Austria and 

Russia, and as a result he became the General of the Polish Army, after he graduated from 

the French Military Academy. A few years later, he was sent into exile in France, but he 

returned to his homeland as soon as WW II began, led by his love for his country. He was 

one of the organizers of the Polish People’s Army, the Soviet – backed opposition army, 

and cultivated strong ties with the Communist Party and Forces. In 1943, while leading 

opposition forces, he was promoted to General again and to Commander – in – Chief of 

the Polish Army, which fought together with the Soviet one. He was also one of the first 

members of the Polish Postwar Government, formed in 1944, supported by the USSR. 

When Poland was liberated, he took up the post of Minister of Defense, in early 1945. He is 

now headed to Yalta bearing one thing in mind; his country’s best – communist, of course 

– interest. 

 

ix. Hubert Pierlot - Prime Minister of Belgium 

 

Hubert Pierlot was a lawyer who entered politics in 1920, when he joined the 

Belgian Catholic Party. He was not an impressive personality nor an extremely skilled 

politician, as Antony Eden would say. In 1939, shortly before Belgium entered World War II, 

he became Belgium’s Prime Minister. As prime minister he attempted to pursue neutrality, 

but that plan failed when German troops invaded Belgium in 1940. German troops moved 

fast and defeated the Belgian army and, at that point in May 1940, Pierlot and King 

Leopold III of the Belgians came into conflict. It was by then apparent that Belgium was in 

the hands of Nazi Germany. Prime Minister Pierlot wished to flee Belgium to set up a 

government – in – exile along with the king and the Royal Family, claiming that a 

surrender, which the King supported, would demonstrate their weakness to the Belgian 

people. Meanwhile, the King took over all military powers in Belgium and ordered the 

surrender of Belgium to German forces, something that caused an intense political crisis 

in Belgium. Despite that, Pierlot instituted his government – in – exile in France, but then 

moved to London after France’s collapse. After working closely with the Allied forces, the 
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liberation of Belgium began in September 1944, and 3 days later, on September the 3rd, 

1944, Brussels was liberated. Pierlot and his ministers returned to Brussels on the 8th of 

the same month. The first thing he did was to make Prince Charles regent, as he 

considered Leopold to be unfit. He is now going to the Yalta Conference, where he wishes 

to firstly remain in power as Prime Minister, complete the Liberation of Belgium, keep 

Leopold out of his way and restore stability in Belgium. 

 

x. Leopold III - King of the Belgians 

 

Leopold became king in 1934, a few years prior to the beginning of WW II. He spent 

several years of his life in the military before he ascended to the throne, fighting even in 

WW1, hence his name “National War Hero”. On top of his agenda as King was to withdraw 

from a peace agreement between Belgium and the rest of the northern European 

countries, claiming that he favored an independent foreign policy. The most unexpected 

move he ever made though, was the assumption of supreme command of the Belgian 

Army, as soon as WW II erupted. It was he who led the Belgian defense, which failed to 

repel the Axis forces. There are in fact many people in Belgium who content that it was his 

fault that Belgium was conquered, since he forcefully took over the Army without the 

government’s permission, an unconstitutional move according to some. His decision to 

surrender intensified the conflict, showing a weak image of Belgium and fell short to 

inspire the Belgian opposition. He acted again against government orders, when he 

decided to stay in Belgium and be held as a prisoner of war by the German forces, instead 

of fleeing to France along with the rest of the government-in-exile. That has cost him a lot, 

since the first act that the Belgian government took as soon as Belgium was liberated in 

September 1944, was to set his brother, Prince Charles as Prince Regent. King Leopold III 

is now joining the Yalta summit hopeful to regain his position determined to ensure 

Belgium’s safety. 
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xi. King George II - King of the Hellenes 

 

King George II of the Hellenes reigned as king from 1922 until 1924, when he was 

exiled after an election which proclaimed a republic, and from October 1935, when the 

monarchy was declared again. He was sent to Romania in 1922 and, soon after his return, 

General Metaxas, once a trustworthy friend of his, overtook power and became a dictator. 

Eventually he was forced to flee the country after Germany invaded Greece, ending up in 

Alexandria with the help of the British fleet, under the orders of King George VI of the 

United Kingdom. Following another relocation to South Africa, King George II and Crown 

Prince Pavlos went to London, where they established the government – in – exile. He 

managed to cultivate strong relations with Romania, Britain and Germany, considering 

the intelligent and foreseeing man he is. Bearing in mind that anti – royals played a major 

part in the Greek liberation, he seeks to properly reclaim his powers in Greece and protect 

his position from Greek communists. He also wishes to suppress ongoing the Greek Civil 

War, that forced him to leave the country again, and help the conservative royalist party 

dominate in the conflict. 

 

xii. Peter II - King of Yugoslavia 

 

King Peter II of Yugoslavia is very dedicated, hard-working and passionate for his 

country. Pursuant to his father’s assassination, he became King at the early age of 11. 

However, due to him being underage, a regency was formed, led by his uncle, Crown 

Prince Paul of Yugoslavia, who in the spirit of fear signed a nonaggression pact and, later 

one, the Tripartite Pact with Nazi Germany, essentially joining Axis forces. This decision of 

Prince Paul caused severe political distress, and a coup d’état by the Yugoslav army 

officers in March 1940. After that the 17 – year – old King Peter regained his powers and 

was instituted as King again. Simultaneously, that meant that Germany would attempt to 

take Yugoslavia, and suddenly King Peter had to face Germany with an unprepared army. 

Within 11 days Yugoslavia fell, and King Peter had to leave the country along with his 

government, going firstly to Greece, then to British Palestine, later on to Egypt and finally 

to London, in 1941. But an additional major problem was yet to be tackled; at the time of 
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the fall of the Yugoslav army, two rival opposition groups were formed. A monarchist one, 

led by Colonel Mihailovic, and an anti -royalist one, led by the communist Josip Broz, 

widely known as Tito. At the beginning, the Allied forces supported the royalist opposition 

entity, but later on they shifted their support towards Tito, who managed to liberate 

Yugoslavia in late 1944 by virtue of Soviet support. Currently, Tito has formed a 

communist government in Yugoslavia, and King Peter understands the predicament he is 

in. Therefore, he is determined to fully benefit from the upcoming summit in Yalta to 

reestablish the previous status quo in his beloved country. 

 

xiii. Joachim von Ribbentrop - Minister of Foreign Affairs of Germany 

 

Joachim von Ribbentrop was a successful businessman and an exceptionally 

skilled negotiator who, led by his hate for Communism, decided to join the National 

Socialist Party in 1932 and meet its leader, Adolf Hitler. He rapidly climbed up the Party’s 

hierarchy and, by 1933, he was the Fuhrer's chief advisor for foreign affairs. In 1934, he 

was sent to Geneva as the Reich Commissioner for Disarmament, where he was able to 

portray his abilities as a negotiator, by signing the Anglo – German Naval Agreement and 

the Anti – Comintern pact with Japan in 1935 and 1936. Soon after, he was appointed 

Ambassador to the UK, where he was supposed to prevent the UK government from 

interfering with German affairs in Europe. Failing to achieve his goal, he returned home in 

1938 to serve as Germany’s Foreign Secretary. Ribbentrop persuaded Hitler to attack 

Poland, reassuring him that Britain would not react decisively, and continued to impress 

him, by signing the “Pact of Steel” with Italy in May 1939. His greatest diplomatic 

achievement was the German – Soviet Non – Aggression Pact of 1939, which cleared the 

path Poland’s invasion on World War’s II outbreak. Fully aware that Germany is almost 

defeated, he is coming to Yalta to ensure his country’s independence to the greatest 

extent possible. 
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 4. Key Terms – Facts – Definitions 

i. Nazism 

Nazism or National Socialism is totalitarian ideology, led by Adolf Hitler as head of 

the Nazi Party in Germany. In its intense nationalism, mass appeal, and dictatorial rule, 

Nazism shared many elements with Italian fascism. However, Nazism was far more 

extreme both in its ideas and in its practice; it deemed the Aryan race as superior to all 

other groups of people, which needed to be eliminated (e.g. Jews, the disabled, 

homosexuals etc.). 

ii. Fascism 

The movement first appeared in Italy, under the dictatorial rule of Mussolini’s 

Fascist Party. Extreme militaristic nationalism, contempt for electoral democracy and 

political and cultural liberalism, a belief in natural social hierarchy and the rule of elites, 

and the desire to create a community where individual interests would be subordinated to 

the good of the nation constitute some of its main ideological bases. 

 

iii. Lebensraum 

leben: to live, der Raum: space, room 

Hitler incorporated the need for more “Lebensraum” in his Nazi ideology, meaning 

that the German race needed more space so as for it to thrive and reach the glory that it 

truly deserved.  

 

iv. Non-Aggression Pact 

A treaty or an agreement between 2 or more countries, in which they all agree to 

refrain from pursuing any military action against each other for the duration of the pact. 

The German – Soviet Non – Aggression Pact constitutes a striking example, signed by 

Stalin/Molotov and Hitler/Ribbentrop in 1939. 

 

v. The Invasion of Poland 

The invasion of Poland began on August 31st of 1940, when German soldiers 

dressed as Polish, staged an invasion to Germany. As a result, Hitler ordered the invasion 

of Poland the following day, claiming that this action was taken in the spirit of self – 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Adolf-Hitler
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Nazi-Party
https://www.britannica.com/topic/history-of-Germany
https://www.britannica.com/topic/nationalism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/fascism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/nationalism
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/contempt
https://www.britannica.com/topic/democracy
https://www.britannica.com/topic/liberalism
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/hierarchy
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defense, and was made possible by a secret part of the German – Soviet 1939 Non – 

Aggression pact. 

 

vi. Axis Forces 

A military coalition headed by Germany, Italy, and Japan that opposed to the Allied 

powers during World War II, founded by the Tripartite Pact signed by the three leading 

nations. It also included Bulgaria, Romania, Hungary and Finland. Yugoslavia was 

supposed to join the Axis Forces, but Tripartite Pact was renounced, pursuant to a coup 

d’état. 

 

vii. Allied Forces 

A military, diplomatic and political alliance formed by the countries that opposed 

the Axis Powers, the most important (“The Big Four”) being the UK, the US, the USSR and 

China. The governments – in exile of France, Poland, Greece, Yugoslavia, Belgium and 

Czechoslovakia stood alongside the Allied Forces during WWII, due to the occupation of 

their countries by the Axis Forces. 

 

viii. Socialism – Communism 

A political philosophy, a form of government and an economic doctrine, according 

to which private ownership is replaced by public ownership and the resources of a country 

are controlled by the people and not by a small ruling class. The Union of Soviet and 

Socialist Republics constitutes a striking example of applied socialism, the closest one to 

communism. 

 

ix. Capitalism 

 An economic system, whose primary characteristic is private or corporate 

ownership of capital goods. Capitalism favors private investments and allows free price 

fluctuations in the framework of a free – market economy. The United States of America is 

the most prominent example of a country that embodied capitalism in its economy to a 

great extent. 

 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/private#h1
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x. Appeasement 

A diplomatic strategy, followed by France and Great Britain prior to WWII, aiming at 

preventing war from breaking out, by making gradual concessions to Germany’s and 

Italy’s demands. This policy completely failed, and the Allied Forces were ultimately 

obliged to firmly respond to the German – Italian imperialistic behavior. 

 

xi. The League of Nations 

Founded in the 1919 Paris Peace Conference, following the end of WW I and 

Wilson’s proposal, it constituted the predecessor of the United Nations. It aimed at 

establishing global stability, but world powers were rather reluctant to be legally bound 

by an international framework that would undermine their state sovereignty. For 

instance, despite Wilson’s proposal, the US Congress did not ratify respective peace treaty 

and the US never became a member of the League. The LoN remained rather neutral on 

heated issues and failed to meet the hopes that led to its establishment, since it often 

promoted its own interests. 

 

 5. The Yalta Conference; historical background and the topic under 

discussion 

 

 The 1920 Paris Peace Conference and the creation of the League of Nations 

signaled the official end of the “Great War”, whereas the Treaty of Versailles left the 

Central Powers, and Germany in particular, completely disgraced; the country’s territory 

as well as its military capacities were dramatically reduced and the war reparations that 

were to be paid to the Allied Powers were immense. This turbulent post – war period led 

to political instability, which Adolf Hitler took advantage of and established the National – 

Socialist Party, claiming that he can restore Germany’s lost glory. The ideology he 

supported (Nazism) appealed to numerous Germans and, ultimately, Hitler was appointed 

Chancellor by President Hindenburg, establishing a dictatorship, whose sole aim was to 

provide the German “superior” race with enough “Lebensraum”, via eliminating all other 

“inferior” ones, not necessarily but, for sure, potentially through war. 
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Italy, on the other hand, in spite of being on the winners’ side of WW I, did not gain 

as many perks as it had initially expected and felt rather cheated. Benito Mussolini, at first 

a determined proponent of socialism, who was later expelled from the Socialist Party due 

to his pro – war ideology during WW I, gradually gained considerable public support; he 

spoke in favor of national unity, that could help Italy reign over the region and reach the 

glory of the Roman Empire, establishing the Fascist ideology. Taking into account the 

economic as well as the political instability of interwar Italy, the National Fascist Party 

achieved a significant electoral win in 1921 and made Mussolini’s hatred for socialism 

grow even further. He threatened to violently take power, unless peacefully handed to 

him, and King Victor Emanuel III was left with no other choice, watching thousands of 

armed Fascists marching into Rome. 

Notwithstanding the evident similarities between Hitler’s and Mussolini’s ideology, 

the two dictators failed to see eye to eye in the beginning. It was only after the Italian 

invasion of Abyssinia that Mussolini’s stance towards his German counterpart shifted; 

Hitler remained neutral during the invasion and Mussolini, in return, ceased to oppose to 

German influence in Austria. The turning point to their collaboration was the Spanish civil 

war, where both supported General Francisco Franco, so as to overthrow the 

democratically elected government. In addition to severe human casualties, Italy did not 

acquire as many benefits as Germany, but Mussolini definitely distanced himself from the 

Western Powers, becoming Hitler’s most important partner in Europe. On the 1st of 

November of 1936, the term “Axis” was used in a public speech that the Italian Minister of 

Foreign Affairs, Duce Ciano, delivered in Milan, so as to describe the nature of the Italian – 

German relations. In 1939 the two dictators signed the Pact of Steel, officializing their 

military collaboration in case of war. 

Both the LoN and the Western Powers did not respond fiercely to the 

aforementioned tactics. Instead, they followed the so – called “appeasement” strategy, 

falsely estimating that they could not successfully confront the Axis Powers. Thus, they 

tried to proceed to reasonable concessions, hoping that the Italian – German claims 

would finally know some boundaries, which was later violently disproved. Both Britain 

and France, having previously distanced themselves from the USSR, remained rather 

neutral on German and Italian revendications; Britain was reluctant to support a potential 
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French military reaction, when Germany invaded Rhine and, alongside with France, 

abstained from the Spanish civil war, whereas the British recognized Italian sovereignty 

over Abyssinia. Similar concessions were made in the cases of Austria and Czechoslovakia, 

which Hitler fully annexed, violating the terms of the 1938 Treaty of Munich, as well as in 

the case of Albania, conquered by Italy. The LoN appeared unable to react, whereas both 

Germany and Italy had previously announced their withdrawal from the Organization. 

Recognizing the failure of their foreign policies, France and Britain tried to provide Eastern 

countries (Greece, Poland and Romania) with unilateral guarantees and signed a peace 

treaty with Turkey, while in the meantime they began to intensify their re-equipment 

programs. 

The “appeasement” strategy came to an end, as soon as the German and Soviet 

invasion of Poland occurred, following the Non – Aggression Pact between the two 

parties. Britain and France finally declared war to Germany. Yet, they remained reluctant 

to decisively confront Germany; France created the Maginot Line across the France – 

German border, which did not manage to hold Germany behind when it invaded France 

from Belgium, and British military assistance was rather insufficient. Attempting to 

prevent the war from reaching their countries, the two European Powers tried to 

diplomatically stop the iron ore trade between Sweden and Germany through Norway. 

The negative answer they received from the Scandinavian countries was followed by the 

Soviet invasion of Finland. Britain and France then proposed to provide Finland with 

military assistance via Norway and Sweden, but the Scandinavians refused again. In order 

to prevent any transportations between Norway and Germany, Britain placed sea mines 

and attacked a German tanker. Germany realized the British – French plans, invaded 

Norway through Denmark and the Allies sent troops to Norway. The superiority of the 

German air force caused the Allied Powers to retreat, the then – British Prime Minister 

resigned, and Winston Churchill rose to power. The Allies’ defeat in France meant the 

overall surrender of the country to Germany and the establishment of a puppet 

government in southern France, known as “Vichy – France”. However, Britain would not 

give up so easily; the Royal Air Force managed to counter the German airstrikes and the 

Allied – friendly campaigns in Africa turned out quite successful.  
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In the meantime, USSR was forced to sign a peace treaty with Finland, while 

Germany, Italy and Japan, pursuant to their violent behavior against China, signed their 

own pact of collaboration in 1940 (known as the Tripartite Pact). Italy began to conduct its 

own mission in Africa and Eastern Europe, but notwithstanding initial victories, Mussolini 

appeared rather weak and disorganized in Hitler’s eyes. The Axis Powers then forced other 

countries to join them (Hungary, Romania, Yugoslavia, Slovakia, Bulgaria and Croatia) 

while the USSR annexed several Baltic and eastern European countries. The Allied Powers 

then pleaded for help from the United States of America; given the public’s reluctance to 

participate into the war, the newly – elected President, F. D. Roosevelt decided to supply 

Europeans with food and ammunition, but the Germans managed to successfully sink 

several of their supply ships. However, technological advancements, the most important 

being the cracking of the German communication code “Enigma” by the British Alan 

Turing, gradually rendered the provision of food and weaponry easier. Meanwhile, Italian 

losses in Egypt and Libya caused Hitler to invade Greece from Yugoslavia and Bulgaria, in 

order to assist the Italian forces in Africa and distract the British ones with Greece’s 

invasion. The Australian force in Tobruk, Libya, contained the Italian – German troops, 

hindered their supplying from Greece and allowed the Allies to successfully conduct 

missions in the Middle East. 

On June the 22nd 1941, Nazi Germany invaded the Soviet Union. Stalin was 

completely taken aback, and the Germans’ initial victories were decisive; they proceeded 

rapidly, conquering the entire USSR’s western part, and they even reached the outskirts of 

Moscow. But then, Soviet winter began. Nazi soldiers could not fight in the extreme 

weather conditions, but Hitler would not want to wait until spring, in spite of his army’s 

constant requests, and specially – trained Siberian troops managed to repel the Nazi 

menace. Japan, on the other hand, aimed to extend its sphere of influence to South, given 

the dead-end that it had reached in the Japanese – Chinese war. However, the US navy 

had to be defeated first and, thus, an unanticipated attack against the American naval 

bases in Pearl Harbor was launched, causing serious – yet not critical – damages. War was 

declared on Japan by Roosevelt and Churchill, while Hitler also declared war on the 

United States. The Japanese victories were significant but would not last for long. Hitler’s 

troops in Europe would now attack Soviet Union again, but Stalin was prepared, and 
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Soviet troops managed to defeat the Nazis again. The US and Britain caused the Axis 

Powers to withdraw from Africa, bombarded German cities, attacked Italy from the South 

and reduced Mussolini’s approval to the point that he was removed from his own Party. 

They then attacked Germany from the West, noted a significant victory in Normandie, 

caused the Nazi troops to retreat and liberated France. The Soviet Union attacked 

Germany from the East and Britain, alongside with the US, continued its missions from the 

West. Ultimately, Berlin fell, and the German Reich collapsed. In the Far East, the United 

States was launching attacks against Japan, whose future remained quite uncertain. 

After Germany’s defeat, the Yalta conference was decided to take place on 

February the 4th 1945, so as for the Allied powers to agree on Europe’s – and, most 

specifically, Germany’s – sharing. It is now up to you, esteemed delegates, to represent 

your countries’ interests efficiently and ensure that peace and stability will reign over 

Europe once and for all.  

 

 6. Points to be addressed 

 

1. What kind of mechanisms can be implemented, so as to prevent extreme 

ideologies, such as Fascism and Nazism, from gaining public support? 

2. How can the European borders be redefined, given Italy’s and Germany’s defeat, so 

as to establish peace and stability in the region? 

3. What stance should the international powers have towards the Greek Civil War, in 

order to ensure rule of law and stability in the country? 

4. How can Poland contribute to Europe’s reconstruction? 

5. How should the United States of America alongside with the European Powers 

respond to the situation in Yugoslavia? 

6. How can political stability in the Kingdom of Belgium be achieved? 
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